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QRW�GLVWULEXWH�WKH�PRGL¿HG�PDWHULDO�
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Front cover illustration: Original watercolour “The Overlanders” by S.T. Gill 
(1818-1880). Source: State Library Victoria.

WELCOME TO ON A DISTANT SHORE

This arrangement is an extract from the 2-part anthology “On a Distant Shore”, a collection of Australian folk songs arranged 
for choir by Sandra Milliken. The anthology was commissioned in 2022 by the Queensland Kodály Choir, to create a legacy of 
Australian Choral Music.

7KH�IROORZLQJ�DUH�VRPH�JHQHUDO�SHUIRUPDQFH�QRWHV�WKDW�KDYH�UHOHYDQFH�WR�DOO�SLHFHV�LQ�WKH�FROOHFWLRQ��$GGLWLRQDO��PRUH�VSHFL¿F�
performance notes for this arrangement are included on the inside back cover.

Solos 
Conductors should feel free to allocate solo passages to one singer, to a small group of several voices or to the whole section – 
whatever best suits your choral resources. 

Instrumental Accompaniment
In many instances, guitar chords have been included with the arrangements. Additional instruments could also be incorporated, 
including bush bass, lagerphone (monkey stick) and drum.

6HYHUDO�RI�WKH�DUUDQJHPHQWV�LQFOXGH�LQVWUXPHQWDO�VRORV�IRU�&�LQVWUXPHQWV��ÀXWH��WLQ�ZKLVWOH��YLROLQ��KDUPRQLFD��LQ�NHHSLQJ�ZLWK�
performance traditions. These instruments are all interchangeable.
 
Piano/Keyboard Accompaniment
Some of the accompanied arrangements contain an “a cappella” section. The optional piano accompaniment may be used in 
these sections, at the discretion of the conductor.
 
Key
Many folk tunes have a wide vocal range, so some titles are provided in two keys. This may assist in accommodating changing 
voices and catering for the vocal resources within school and community choirs.
 
Text and Interpretation
&HUWDLQ�RI�WKH�O\ULFV�LQ�D�IHZ�RI�WKH�WLWOHV�KDYH�EHHQ�PRGL¿HG�WR�DYRLG�WHUPV�ZKLFK��WRGD\��VRPH�VLQJHUV�OLVWHQHUV�PD\�¿QG�
inappropriate or be uncomfortable with. Additional lyrics (some from other versions, some newly written) have been added to 
“round out” the story line in a few of the titles. 

In performance, always pay particular attention to the enunciation and expressive use of consonants in order to best convey the 
story to your audience.  
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MY NAME IS BEN HALL

PERFORMANCE NOTES
This song was published in Old Bush Songs; Composed and 
Sung in the Bushranging, Digging and Overlanding Days, 
edited by Banjo Paterson. It tells the story of Ben Hall, one of 
Australia’s best-known bushrangers.

Ben was born in May 1837 at Maitland, in the Hunter Valley 
of New South Wales, the son of English and Irish parents who 
had both been convicted of minor offences and transported to 
Australia. They had married in 1834 and found work in the 
Murrurundi area. By 1842 Benjamin senior had bought a small 
block of land in Murrurundi where he set up a butcher shop and 
also sold fresh vegetables.

Young Ben spent his early years working with horses and cattle, 
GHYHORSLQJ�KLV�H[SHUWLVH�LQ�VWRFNZRUN�DQG�EXVKFUDIW��7KHVH�
skills would later serve him well. In 1856, at age 19, he married 
Bridget Walsh, but during the summer of 1861–62, Biddy left, 
with their young son Henry, to live with a young stockman 
named James Taylor. From this time, Ben’s life entered a 
downward spiral as he began an association with the notorious 
bushranger Frank Gardiner.

 It was perhaps on this account that the police arrested Hall on 
a trumped-up charge and, while he was in gaol, the authorities 
burnt down his homestead and left his cattle to starve. In anger 
and despair, Hall turned to bushranging and, for some three 
years, he and his gang terrorised the district between Bathurst 
and Forbes. But by early 1865, Hall and the others realised that 
to survive they would have to leave New South Wales. They 
¿UVW�UHWUHDWHG�WR�DQ�LVRODWHG�DUHD�QRUWKZHVW�RI�)RUEHV��LQWHQGLQJ�
to gather fresh horses and provisions for a long journey north 
towards Queensland. But early in the morning of 5 May 1865, 
the police came upon Ben Hall alone and asleep by the banks of 
the Goobang Creek. The outlaw was shot to death.

SAB
Use stagger breathing for the long, sustained humming notes.  

From Bars 1 to 9, the opening melody may be sung by a 
Baritone solo. 

The piece may also be accompanied by guitar for pitch support.

In performance, pay particular attention to the enunciation and 
H[SUHVVLYH�XVH�RI�FRQVRQDQWV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�EHVW�FRQYH\�WKH�VWRU\���

GLOSSARY
Crown The colonial government.
cutting a dash Behaving in an elegant or stylish manner, in 
order to impress people.
Frank Gardiner (1830-1882) an Australian bushranger.
Jack Vane (1842-1906) an Australian bushranger.
squatter In colonial Australia, someone who occupied a large 
tract of Crown land in order to graze livestock.
stand Used in the phrase ‘stand and deliver’ meaning to come to 
a halt and hand over one’s valuables/money.
Murrurundi A rural town located in the upper Hunter Valley 
region of New South Wales.
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PART 2

TITLES IN THE ANTHOLOGY

PART 1
Andy’s Gone with Cattle

The Banks of the Condamine

The Black Velvet Band

Cabbage Tree Hat

The “Catalpa”

Cross of the South - a Ballad of Eureka Stockade

The Dying Stockman

The Eumerella Shore

Jamie Raeburn’s Farewell

Jim Jones at Botany Bay

Lazy Harry’s

The Little Rosewood Casket

PART 2
Moreton Bay

My Name is Ben Hall

My Son Ted

The Queensland Drover

The Reedy Lagoon

Shores of Botany Bay

The Springtime it Brings on the Shearing

With My Swag All on My Shoulder

For full details re the Anthology, each individual title, 
downloads and rehearsal tracks, visit:
• https://kodaly.org.au/resources/;
• https://cuskellycollegeofmusic.com; or
• https://www.sandramilliken.com.au/catalogue-

anthologies/
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